
CAPITOL BRIEFS 

Mid Session Newsletter 

Voting/Discussion Issues 

   This month, in order to continue to pay back state income tax re-
turns as well as make state payroll, Governor Sebelius requested that 
the legislature compromise it’s legal duty in order to issue another 
certificate of indebtedness to free up money in the general fund. This 
marks the first time in Kansas history that 3 such certificates have 
been issued within a single fiscal year. As legislators we felt that issu-
ing this certificate was irresponsible without the passage of the pro-
posed budgetary cutbacks, as Kansas law requires that there be suffi-
cient funds to pay back this debt by July 1 of the upcoming fiscal 
year. Though Gov. Sebelius had the authority to solve the issue 
sooner using allotments she made the political decision to wait. After 
the chaos that ensued she finally signed the budget proposed by this 
legislature, thus allowing us to grant the certificate of indebtedness in 
clear conscious. It is truly a shame that this process became so highly 
dramatized though you can rest assured that your Kansas legislators 
have and will continue to look after our constituent’s best interests. 

State Budget 

 A Clean Indoor Air Bill that would provide state-
wide regulations on indoor smoking. 

 

 A bill that would raise cockfighting charges from a 
misdemeanor to a felony. 

 

 A bill that would revamp the appraisal system for 
commercial and residential real estate and will 
eliminate appraisal-driven tax increases for Kan-
sans. 

 

 A bill that would stiffen prison penalties for 

drunken drivers and require the state to be more 
diligent about holding multiple offenders account-
able. 

 

 A bill that would allow small business owners not 
currently offering group health insurance to con-
tribute to an individual employee insurance policy.  

PROPOSITION K 

   On Tuesday, February 17th Governor Sebelius exercised her 

line item veto to negate a proposed increase in funding to the 

Wichita Center for Graduate Medical Education (WCGME).  

WCGME is a not-for-profit consortium consisting of the Uni-

versity of Kansas School of Medicine-Wichita, Via Christi 

Regional Medical Center, and Wesley Medical Center that 

benefits the state by providing the best in education to highly 

qualified students that in turn serve Kansas communities 

across the state.  There are nearly 70 counties in Kansas that 

are supported by the practices of WCGME residents. Many 

serve in areas that are considered underserved.  WCGME now 

faces serious financial uncertainties that could spell the end of 

a highly beneficial program. 

 
WCGME 

Health Savings Accounts 

   As chairman of the House Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) Committee, I have been working diligently 
to better the health care industry of Kansas. Many of 
the bills currently before our committee are centered 
around the benefits of individual Health Savings Ac-
counts (HSA). HSA’s paired with a high deductable 
plan have the potential to curb the health care crisis 
being driven by skyrocketing premiums and general 
misuse of the healthcare system. The HHS Committee 
is committed to making sure Kansans have the avail-
ability to find the insurance plans that work best for 
your wallet and your family.   

Continued on Pg. 2 

   Proposition K stops appraisal-driven tax increases using a sim-
ple formula to set property values. This will stop the trend of ap-
praised values rising faster than individuals’ income and will help 
homeowners by keeping property tax rates reasonable. Proposi-
tion K will provide a more stable business climate which will help 
improve the economic development potential of the state espe-
cially in the more rural areas of Kansas.          

Continued on Pg. 2 

 
   Please check out the Media Releases link on my website www.brendalandwehr.org 
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Legislative Issues of Interest 

House Democrats were successful in their effort to 
prevent small businesses from helping to provide 
health insurance to their employees by voting down 
House Bill 2287. HB 2287 passed through the 
House Health and Human Services Committee 
chaired by Rep. Landwehr, and as amended, would 
have allowed small employers that currently do not 
offer a group health benefit plan to contribute to the 
premium of an eligible employee’s individual health 
insurance plan through the establishment of a 
Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA). The bill 
would allow, through the HRA, an incentive for both 
the employer and employee to contribute to a cafe-
teria plan benefitting both parties.   
   “Why efforts are being made to further increase 
the burden on the Kansas small businesses and 
their employees is beyond me,” said House Majority 
Leader Ray Merrick.  “It would appear that the De-
mocrats have embraced the Governor’s philosophy 
of stifling private investment in the State. I do not 
understand the rationale behind forcing the little guy 
to shoulder this burden.” 
    

HRAs 
HB 2287 

People love to hate the property tax. Taxes based on the 

unpredictable values for homes and businesses seem discon-

nected from people’s ability to pay and the service-quality 

they receive from government. In sum, people hate the prop-

erty tax because they hate the appraisal system. Proposition 

K offers a simple, but some will say radical plan, for ending 

the appraisal system. No more appraisal-driven tax increases 

for Kansans. Proposition K will not make Kansans love 

property taxes, but it will end the rules that fill taxpayers 

with contempt. Property values represent wealth, not in-

come. Growing home values do not imply growing incomes. 

Over the past decade, the appraised value of homes has 

grown faster than income in more than 80 percent of Kansas 

counties. In half of those, value growth has exceeded in-

come growth by huge margins. (Yet in only eight counties 

have average property tax rates declined.) Proposition K 

will stop this trend and prevent it from happening again for 

homeowners and businesses. No more runaway appraisals! 

With Proposition K, homeowners will gain a sense of con-

trol; businesses will perceive a more stable “business cli-

mate,” and that will help improve the economic develop-

ment potential of the state especially in the more rural areas 

of Kansas. Yet Proposition K will preserve the autonomy of 

local governments, and their capacity to budget. It will pro-

vide a higher degree of consistency and predictability for 

both taxpayers and tax collectors. It will maintain or im-

prove the fairness of the Kansas property tax system. And it 

holds the promise of improving the transparency and ac-

countability of the local government budgeting process. 

 
-Courtesy of the Flint Hills Center website 

PROPOSITION K In Photo – House Maj. Leader 

         Ray Merrick 

   When considering tactics to create a more consumer driven health care that will keep money in the pockets of small businesses and 
the individual alike, there are many aspects to take into account. Increasing the transparency of health care costs is perhaps the most 
important such aspect to consider. When individuals can get honest quotes on the true costs of important medical procedures and 
medications it opens the door for competition within the industry consequently driving down the ever-rising health care prices. As with 
any change, there are many complications associated with making the health care system more transparent. These difficulties must be 
ironed out through continued conversations with experts and careful consideration. SO WHAT IS AN HSA? An HSA is an innovative 
approach to health insurance signed into law in December of 2003. It has 2 components which include a qualified high deductible 
health insurance plan, and an Individual Tax-exempt Trust (savings/investments) designed to pay for routine medical expenses and or 
provide savings for the future. Money put into the account can be used either during the year or accumulated in the account. Allowable 
medical expenses are defined by the IRS, and are much broader than most insurance carriers normally including dental and vision. 
Individuals can deduct dollars contributed to the HSA account from their gross income, resulting in tax-free medical dollars. The ac-
count is similar to an IRA account, however it is for qualified medical expenses. HSA premiums are lower than other fully-insured plans 
with co-pays. In theory, the funding of the health savings account comes from the dollars not being spent on a plan which "pays" for 
the privilege of co-pays and lower deductibles. By allowing individuals to keep the money in the account not used, the government 
reintroduces the consumer into the health insurance equation; creating an incentive to check bills, compare costs, evaluate urgency/
frequency of appointments, and above all promotes the idea of preventative health practices.           - Courtesy of the HSA Resource Center. 

 

What Are Health Savings Accounts? 


